
NWEA.org  |  503.624.1951  |  121 NW Everett St., Portland, OR 97209

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Clarifying Learning
Professional learning overview
Discover why students make the best progress when they have a clear 
understanding of what they need to learn. You’ll explore strategies for 
developing clear targets for learners and for constructing an effective 
road map for the learning journey through well-aligned activities, 
practices, and milestones.

Clarifying Learning Modules

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
Intended audience: 

• Teachers

• Teacher leaders

• Instructional coaches

Also relevant for: 

• School leaders
• District leaders

DELIVERY AND DURATION

Onsite or regional:

• Full day (two half-day 
workshops) or half day

• 40 participants

• Certificate of 
participation

Virtual:

• Two sessions: 
3 hours each

• Up to 20 participants
• Certificate of 

participation
Also available for 
regional purchase

WORKSHOP MATERIALS
Participants receive access
to the Clarifying Learning 
digital learning guide to 
accompany the module 
and the self-paced online 
extensions.

MORE RESOURCES
NWEA Professional 
Learning Online offers a 
wide selection of digital 
content. You can use it to 
access learning anytime, 
anyplace to refresh skills, 
develop new ones, and find 
answers to your questions.
Visit the online portal, 
NWEA Professional 
Learning Online.

CONNECT
Get in touch with your 
account manager by email 
or call 866.654.3246 to be 
routed to them. We’ll be 
happy to discuss your needs.

Using Learning Targets for 
Classroom Success

 + Explore the motivational benefits 

of clarifying learning, e.g., fostering 

self-efficacy and self-regulation

 + Align instruction and assessment 

by clarifying success criteria

 + Translate standards into 

well-aligned instruction and 

assessment using clear targets

Developing Learning Targets 
and Criteria

 + Find out how learning targets and 

success criteria affect student 

engagement and achievement

 + Learn how to make standards more 

meaningful for instruction and how 

to communicate them to students

 + Identify the five key elements for 

great learning targets

Workshop learning extensions
All workshop materials and online self-paced learning are made available to 

all staff, not just those who attend the workshop, through NWEA® Professional 

Learning Online.

Online self-paced learning

Learners can work independently to complete three hours of additional 

activities to supplement and extend learning:

 + Clarifying Learning: Learning Targets (1 hour)

 + Clarifying Learning: Success Criteria (1 hour)

 + Clarifying Learning: Aligning Targets (1 hour) 

Strategy toolkit

The Clarifying Learning strategy toolkit provides examples of strategies you 

can use to promote or inform learning. In the toolkit, you’ll find suggestions and 

helpful tips for implementing each strategy. Access to the Clarifying Learning 

strategy toolkit will be provided during the workshop.

https://www.nwea.org/
https://prolearning.nwea.org
https://prolearning.nwea.org
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Participant checklist
If the NWEA Professional Learning Consultant 

is onsite, use this checklist to prepare for the 

workshop.

Device setup

 � Bring an approved device that you’re  

comfortable using

 + A laptop is preferred

 + A tablet or Chromebook™ is acceptable

 + Mobile phones are not supported

 � Optional: Install a PDF reader

 + A PDF reader lets you add comments and 

highlights to some workshop digital materials

 + We recommend Adobe® Acrobat® Reader®

 + For additional guidance, see PDF Help

What to bring to the workshop

 � Your MAP reports site login

 � Your NWEA Professional Learning Online login

 � Your fully charged device and power cord or 

extra battery

 � Earbuds or headphones

 � Snack, lunch, and/or water bottle

Room setup checklist
This checklist is general guidance. Use the planning 

call to adjust as needed for considerations such as 

social distancing.

Room setup and supplies

 � To maximize participation and collaboration, 

choose a room with enough space to move 

around freely

 + Provide tables and freestanding,  

adult-sized chairs for all participants

 + Arrange tables and chairs for collaboration

 + Make sure there’s enough wall space  

for chart paper

Provide the following materials:

 � Chart paper (preferably with a sticky back)

 � An easel

 � Sticky notes, highlighters, pens, and tape

Technical setup

 � Set up the projector, screen, speakers,  

and microphone

 � Ensure that network filters allow sufficient 

internet access for the NWEA Consultant  

and all participants

 � Ensure all participants have access to electrical 

outlets or power strips to plug in devices for the 

entire session

Onsite workshop preparation

Virtual session preparation checklist
Use the checklist on p. 3 to prepare for your virtual learning session. To maximize participant engagement 

and collaboration, we encourage all participants to meet in a common physical location (e.g., meeting 

room) for the virtual session. If this is not possible, participants may join the virtual session from individual 

locations. See the Session Host checklist for details.

https://www.nwea.org/
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://dpdol.nwea.org/public/nwea/18/PDFHelp.pdf
https://teach.mapnwea.org/
https://prolearning.nwea.org/
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Virtual session preparation checklist, continued
ROLE

Main Workshop Contact

 � Send invitation to participants
Before the session, you’ll receive a calendar 

invitation from your NWEA Professional Learning 

Consultant. The invitation will link to the virtual 

session, include conference details, provide access 

to a virtual Learning Guide (in case participants 

need to print), and describe what participants 

should bring.

 � Forward the calendar invitation to all participants

 � Identify session host
We recommend identifying a Session Host  

(an administrator, learning coordinator, or one of 

the workshop participants) to ensure the success 

of the virtual session. The Host provides an 

essential connection between the learners in the 

room and the NWEA Consultant. In addition to 

participating in the session learning activities,  

Host responsibilities may include:

 + If onsite, setting up the room before the session

 + Interacting with the Consultant during the live session  
to address participant needs, input, and questions

 + Monitoring time for tasks/breaks

 + Troubleshooting technology issues that may arise

 � Tell participants about the materials
Because this is a virtual session, we provide 

materials digitally. If participants need printed 

materials, they will need to download and print the 

digital Learning Guide from their invitation.

ROLE

Session Host

 � If onsite, set up the meeting room
The room should include:

 + Table(s) with free-standing chairs

 + Webcam, directed at participants

 + Projector and screen

 + Conference phone or speakers

 � Start the virtual consultation session
To ensure technical readiness, please complete  

the following steps at least 15 minutes before  

the session:

 � Log in to the virtual meeting room with the URL  
from the invitation.

 � If joining onsite, connect the room’s audio using one of the 
following options. If joining remotely, each participant will 
connect using one of the following options.

 + Option 1 (recommended): Select the Join with 
Computer Audio option in the virtual meeting room 
(on the main laptop/computer) at login. If onsite, 
connect speakers to the main laptop/computer. Make 
sure the speakers are audible throughout the room.

 + Option 2: Select the Phone Call option at login. If 
onsite, use a conference phone that is audible to all 
learners in the room. Dial the phone number, then 
enter the meeting ID and participant ID provided in 
the meeting invitation. Mute computer speakers.

 � If onsite, project the main laptop/computer on the 
room’s screen.

 � Enable a webcam from the main laptop/computer and, if 
onsite, direct it at all participants in the room.

 � If onsite, assist participants with logging in to the virtual 
meeting room using the URL from the meeting invitation; 
make sure participants mute their computer speakers.

ROLE

Participants

 � Bring the following to your virtual session
 + Laptop or tablet that you’re comfortable using

 + Power cord or extra battery
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