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Writing with Evidence Day 2 

Sentence-level student samples
Sample Because, But, and So responses
	Response
	Rubric notes/Next steps

	· Wolves are a keystone species in Yellowstone because they help control populations of prey species, such as elk, in that ecosystem.
· Wolves are a keystone species in Yellowstone, but other predators like coyotes, bears, and mountain lions might alternately be keystone species.
· Wolves are a keystone species in Yellowstone, so wildlife balance is maintained as long as they are present.
	

	· Airline passengers should not be able to recline their seats because it drives me crazy whenever someone sitting in front of me reclines their seat.
· Airline passengers should not be able to recline their seats, but there is so little space in those cabins that every extra inch makes a huge difference!
· Airline passengers should not be able to recline their seats, so sit in front of an exit row to avoid temptation.
	

	Text: The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe
· The narrator believes he is not insane because he is very careful and precise when plotting to murder the old man. 
· The narrator believes he is not insane, but his behavior proves that he actually is insane. 
· The narrator believes he is not insane, so he is able to convince the police that he is not guilty.
	









Multi-paragraph student samples
6th grade
Loss of habitat can seem like an unlikely cause of endangered species, but it is one key to African Savanna wildlife to become rare. First of all, the African Grassland touches 27 different countries and holds more than 545 different mammals and birds. This shows that if the African Savanna was tampered with even more, that hundreds more animals and plants would become endangered or go extinct.
Many animals have already been endangered including the cheetah. It was recorded that in 1900 there were more than 100,000 cheetahs wandering the African Savanna, but in 2011 it was sad to say, but only 9,000 to 12,000 lingered on. The main cause of cheetahs growing harder and harder to find is loss of habitat. Another animal that is facing endangerment is the African wild dog, for only 2,000 to 5,000 dogs live in the African Savanna as of 2011. Along with habitat loss the African wild dog also faces illegal poaching for their beautiful fur coats.
You might think that only animals face endangerment, but plants also suffer from loss of habitat. The baobab tree is used for many things including having their fruits eaten, bark and leaves for medical purposes, and their trunks are used for holding water. These trees are vulnerable to drought, overuse, and lack of seed dispersal.

8th grade
Cheetahs are a classic example of African Savanna life, with a top speed of seventy miles per hour; however, these majestic cats are dwindling due to habitat loss. Only one hundred and twenty years ago, there were more than 100,000 cheetahs thriving on the African Savanna. In 2011, there were only as many as 12,000, according to USA Today. The Cheetah relies on small ungulates “such as gazelles, impalas, and young wildebeests,” but those vital food sources are harder and harder to find (Evans).
Not only are predators like the cheetah threatened by habitat loss; large herbivores such as the elephant or black rhino have fallen prey to the vices of human greed. Due to poaching alone, 96 percent of the black rhino population has been killed for their horns. As of 2018, only 4,800 black rhinos remained.
While animals are affected greatly by habitat loss, plants are also experiencing a sharp decline in population. Plants such as the ebony tree, with prized black wood “prized for use in the creation of musical instruments,” have been toppled in great numbers by both “indidgenous peoples and the international lumber trade” (Evans). Although grasslands such as the African Savanna contain great biodiversity, “less than 10 percent… of the world’s grassland is protected” (Nunez).


Multi-paragraph student samples, continued
8th grade
My claim is that the number of smaller mammals, such as the Grevy’s zebra have gone down thanks to human activity. The Grevy’s zebras’ population has gone down from habitat loss and illegal poaching. This is impacting the population by making it decrease. Other species have decreased because of other things such as poaching for medical properties and disease.
My claim’s evidence can be found in the article. The population of the Grevy’s Zebra has gone from 15,000 to almost 2,500. Because they are poached, the population might never come back up. With the habitat loss on top of that, the zebras are suffering because of human activity. Ever since the early 1900s, animal species from the savannas in Africa have decreased because of poaching, habitat loss and diseases.
My evidence proves my claim because of the article showing that the population of the Grevy’s Zebra has decreased. The article states “these endangered hoof mammals...their greatest threat lies in habitat loss and illegal poaching...” This proves my claim because humans made the Grevy’s zebra endangered. All the biggest threats it faces, habitat loss and poaching, are both man-made problems. That is my reasoning for my claim.



Multi-paragraph student samples, continued
9th grade
The number of African savanna elephants has started to diminish from millions to 450,000-700,000 since the early 1900s. But elephants aren’t the only species slowly starting to fade away, with big cats such as cheetahs and African lions, large mammals from rhinos to hippos, smaller mammals like the African wild dog and Grevy’s zebras, and even plants such as baobab and ebony or mpingo trees. The numbers are collectively going down faster and faster, but what would cause this? The simple answer is their dwindling habitat. 
The complex answer is that there are a few factors into the decline of the grassland’s species. Some of the animals have desirable physical traits which cause them to be poached for their horns, hoofs, and fur. Another factor into the endangerment of the flora and fauna, are diseases related to climate change. But the largest factor of them all is their diminishing grasslands. With the grasslands taking up 20-40 percent of the world’s land area and existing on every continent except Antarctica, it makes them vulnerable to harm from humans. Threats to the habitat and its animals include farming, overgrazing, invasive species, illegal hunting, and climate change. The grasslands have many ways they help the planet such as helping mitigate climate change, but still, only a small percentage of less than 10 percent is protected. 
There is no denying that the grasslands support a variety of species, but let’s get a deeper understanding. In a grassland habitat, there can be up to 25 species of large plant-eaters, because of the appeal of different grasses to different species. The African Savannas feed animals such as zebras, wildebeest, gazelles, and giraffes. On temperate grasslands, you could find foxes, a variety of birds, badgers, prairie dogs, and coyotes. There are a variety of plants that grow in the grasslands including red oat grass, Rhodes grass, purple needlegrass, Galleta, yarrow, hyssop, and milkweed which supports many animals and feeds them every day. But habitat and species aren’t the only things on the decline, as animal populations decrease, so do plants. For example, the Baobab tree, a fruit-bearing tree long valued for its many functions, is starting to become endangered. Large mammals such as elephants eat the fruits and disperse the seeds causing the trees to grow, but when there are no more animals, then what? In conclusion, hundreds of species need their habitat to not just support them, but us and other plants too. The real question is, what will we do to help?







Multi-paragraph student samples, continued
High school
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Multi-paragraph student samples, continued
High school
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